
 

4th Annual Rubber Duck a Huge Success 
 

On April 28, the Boys & Girls Clubs of the Midlands dropped 6,000 yellow 
rubber ducks off the Gervais Street bridge into the Congaree River at the 4th 
Annual Rubber Duck Race.  The weather was perfect and over 300 people 
were attendance. Children attending the event received sunglasses,  
participated in duck related games for prizes, and many received duck  
tattoos.  The highlight of the morning was watching the ducks take the 
plunge off the bridge and then race down the river to the finish line. 
 
Presenting sponsors were BI-LO grocery stores and First Citizens Bank.  We 
thank them for making this the biggest ever Duck Race that BGCM has had.   
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This� past  year, Boys  & Girls Clubs of  the Midlands  has been operating eight 
Clubs and serving over 2,500 youth in the community.  By the start of the  
2007-2008 school year, we will have 12 new locations in the Midlands.  
 

The hours between 2:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. are the most influential times in a child’s life.  This is 
the time when an unsupervised child is more likely to experiment with risk behaviors.  We have a 
saying in the Clubs…Good kids will at times choose to do bad things when left to their own 
choices.  This is true regardless of their household income, the neighborhoods they live in or the 
schools they attend.  It is with this in mind that BGCM has adopted the charge that all children 
deserve quality, purposeful and fun youth development programs during their free time. 
 
With this charge driving us, BGCM has begun to work closely with local schools to partner in 
providing quality and affordable extended care programs.  It is with great excitement that we  
announce the opening of 12 new school based extended care programs that will be located in  
partner schools in Richland Two and Lexington/Richland 5 school districts.  With the addition of 
five new sites in Richland Two, BGCM will now provide services in nine schools.  We have also 
developed new partnerships with seven new school sites in Lexington/Richland 5.  We anticipate 
that each school will serve between 75 and 125 youth, extending our reach to an additional 1,200 
students weekly. 
 
For a complete list of new locations, please visit our website at www.bgcmidland.org or call our 
Service Center at 803-231-3300 for more information. 
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Board Officers 
James Shadd, III 
Chair 
Shadd Law Firm 
 

Bob Link 
Co-VC Finance 
Colliers-Keenan 
 

Mike Myers 
Co-VC Finance 
Farm Bureau 
 

Mike Carrouth  
Co-VC Operations 
Fisher & Phillips 
 

Robin White 
Co-VP Operations 
Santee Cooper 
 

Jenny Gould 
Co-VC Resources  
First Citizens Bank 
 

Sheri Thompson 
Co-VP Resources 
Palmetto GBA 
 

Members 
Rose Bailey 
Time Warner Cable 
 

Steve Ball 
Cisco Systems 
 

Nathaniel Barber 
SCB&T 
 

Sam Blaiss 
BI-LO 
 

Kenneth Carter 
CGM Computer Consulting 
 

James Cloer 
Retired/Cooper Tools 

 

David Dunn 
VC3, Inc. 
 

Jonathon Gasser 
US Attorney’s Office 
 

Chris Land 
Owner, UPS Store 
 

Tom Linton 
Retired Legislator 
 

Gregory McCord  
Lex. School District 5 
 

Eva Nance 
Bank of America 
 

Ted Riley 
Riley, Pope, & Laney 
 

Jessica Roquemore 
Junior League 
 

Jeff Selig 
CMC Rebar 
 

Dan Sisson 
BellSouth 
 

Chris Twitty 
Prudential 

 New Faces at Our Clubs  
Joel Spector, new Area Director for middle school Units, has 15 years of youth development ex-
perience and eight of those with the Boys & Girls Clubs in Minneapolis/St. Paul and Oakland, Ca.  
The last four years he has been teaching at a middle school in New York.  He has been married for 
three years to wife Condra and they have one daughter, Inara.  
 
The Keels Unit welcomes new Unit Director Dorothy Salley.  She was born and raised in Colum-
bia, SC, and  has been married for 33 years.  She has four children and one granddaughter.  Her 18 
years of youth development experience is a great addition and she believes every child needs to 
have positive role models in their lives. 
 
Donna Chandler, new Unit Director at Lake Carolina Elementary, is currently employed at the 
school and has been working in Richland School District Two for 10 years .  She has two children 
& two grandchildren and her hobbies include decorating and creating new ideas for her home.   
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On April 21, 2007, the Ben Arnold Unit teamed up with BI-LO on Devine 
Street for a car wash. The car wash was a promotional event leading up to 
the BGCM Annual Duck Race.  Club Members along with store manager 
Mr. Robert Van Vranken, washed cars while BI-LO employees grilled hot 
dogs.  Club members had the opportunity to use their marketing skills to 
sell food and to entice patrons to get their cars washed.  Fun was had by 
all! Listed from left to right are store manager Mr. Robert Van Vranken, 
Ms. Jessica from the St. Andrews Unit, Ms. Ashley, Geona Broadney, and 
Ivannah Robinson from the Ben Arnold Unit. Club members who  
participated in this event, but are not pictured were Ariel and Alexis East. 

The Dent Boys & Girls Club was awarded a grant from the Cultural Council of 
Richland and Lexington Counties. This grant funded the Borenya West African 
Drum and Dance group to come and facilitate a workshop for interested Club 
Members. Workshop classes ran for the entire week of April 16-20 with a final 
performance on Friday, April 27th.  

70 Club Members from the Village of Hope and St. Andrews Units enjoyed an 
Easter Egg Hunt on April 5th.  Members took off running outside in search of 
Golden Eggs. Prizes and candy were given out to all Club Members.  Second 
grader Austin Conner and Kindergartner Ruby Norton, both from the Village of 
Hope, took home giant Easter baskets filled with goodies.   

The St. Andrews Unit started the Spring season with a Fun Friday Carnival. St. Andrews’ teens 
helped plan and then worked the carnival.  Young Club Members had the opportunity to “decorate” 
the teens.   Members covered the teens in streamers, put tiara’s and Indian headdresses on their 
heads, and covered their faces with cool sunglasses. Once decorated, the teens manned booths as  
Members played darts, went fishing for candy, played skeet ball, relay races and participated in a 
cupcake walk. But the favorite event of the day was when each member had the opportunity to 
throw a pie in Mr. Evans, St. Andrews Unit Director’s, face. The line for the pie throwing event was 
the longest of all events.  

BGCM hosted a basketball tournament for 3rd-5th grade Members. Parents, teach-
ers, staff and Members came to see a single elimination tournament. Six teams 
from Keels, Killian and Conder Units competed and each team was determined to 
bring a trophy back to their Club.  The 3rd and 4th grade winner was the Killian 
Falcons.  With 9 seconds left, the Keels JK Ballers shot the winning basket ending 
the game with a final score of 17-16  and they were the 5th grade winners. 
 
Thanks to the Dent Unit for hosting the tournament and to principals Eric Brown 
and  Randall  Gary for  their support,  the  Dent  BGC  Dancers for  their half time  
performances and the Dent Keystone and Torch Club members for providing re-
freshments. 



THE CLUB 
BGCM Teen Programs 

 
BGCM “Behind the Fence” program at DJJ, is serving incarcerated 
youth from several counties in South Carolina by providing them 
with a place to go and to get involved in positive activities upon 
their release. The youth choose to be a part of our program. Our 
program runs on Saturday mornings, with hopes of becoming a 
daily addition to the DJJ program list. Programs offered include 
Street Smart (gang intervention), Triple Play (good health, through 
sports and fitness, social recreation and eating habits), Passport to 
Manhood and Smart Girls (builds self-esteem, & promotes  
personal growth). We currently serve between 40 to 60 youth a 
month. In February, our Career Launch/Job Ready Program began 
at Dreher High School. 110 ninth students are in the program.  Job 
Ready helps students understand the fundamentals of job hunting, 
creating a resume, the interview process, and of course how to be a 
responsible, dependable employee once they have a job.  
 
On March 5th, we held our first group session at Keenan High as 
BGCM was welcomed with open arms. We are implementing the 
Project Goal Program at the school with 20 juniors, encouraging 
them to participate in the Passport to Manhood program and the 
Smart Girls program.  
 
Our Keystone Club, “The Knights,” won a National Keystone 
Award this year. The Knights won the award for their creativity 
and hard work in last years National Keystone Program, Reaching 
Out.  This program is designed to reach out to their community and 
recruit members ages 12-18 years old. Keystoners have  
participated in community events, including the “Stop the  
Violence” Rally and neighborhood clean-up days in collaboration 
with Columbia City Parks & Recreation, Benedict College, and 
The Cooperative Ministries. 
 
 

We would like to thank Coca-Cola Bottling Company  for  
donating 25 tickets for the Keystone Club to attend a Carolina 
Bobcats game in Charlotte. 

TEEN Centers 
  Ben Arnold Unit        St. Andrews Unit         Dent Unit*     
  1100 S. Holly St.          901 St. Andrews Rd.    2721 Decker Blvd.    
 

Contact Cattina Cobb for additional information about Teen 
Programs at 803-673-9012 

 
*Teens must attend Dent Middle 

Boys & Girls Clubs from across South Carolina attended 
the  Annual Games Room Tournament that was held on 
April 28th in Bluffton, 
SC.  All eight BGCM 
Clubs were represented 
and  Members competed 
in games and activities 
that included checkers, 
connect four, ping-pong, 
bumper pool, and X-Box 
competitions!  Many 
Club members received 
certificates of participa-
tion. Congratulations to everyone for competing. 
 
The S.M.A.R.T Girls program at the Killian Unit had 
their annual tea party on April 20th.  This exclusive girls 
event was hosted by Ms. Sims and the girls got dressed 
up and attended with their mothers.  The ladies enjoyed 
music, stories and great food!   
 
March 21st , the Conder Unit hosted a special graduation 
ceremony for  fifth grade Members who participated in 
both the S.M.A.R.T. Girls and Passport to Manhood pro-
grams.  Both groups gave presentations on what they 
learned  and participants received certificates and goody 
bags to celebrate their accomplishments.  This was a very 
exciting night for these Members as they shared their 
many achievements with their family and friends.   
 
February, the Boys & Girls Club at Dent celebrated  
African American History month.  Members revisited 
Martin Luther King, Jr’s “I Have A Dream” speech and  
wrote essays.  They also designed PowerPoint  
presentations about their own dreams and wishes for  
cultural  equality  and  social justice.     In March, they 
celebrated Women’s History Month.  Members spent the 
month learning about various contributions that women 
have made throughout history. Both themed months were 
topped off by members presenting essays, dance perform-
ances, thanking women in their lives and special dinners. 
 
Spring was a busy time at the Conder Unit.  Their Spring 
Bling Fashion Show was held on March 23, with clothing 
provided by Kohl’s Department Store.  Members  
definitely had a good time posing and walking down the 
runway!  Thanks to Kohl’s Department Store for making 
the event a success. On April 5, Club Members enjoyed 
the annual Spring Fling event that kicks off Spring Break.  
Activities included an Easter egg hunt, egg/spoon races, 
egg rolling contest, musical plates, pictionary, prizes and 
candy were enjoyed by all.  Thanks Torch Club Members 
for stuffing the Easter eggs, hiding them, and running the 
games! 
 
The St. Andrews Unit of Boys & Girls Clubs has moved 
into its new location in the First Church of the Nazarene 
just of Kay Street. The Club celebrated with a ribbon  
cutting at the facility’s new gym in April.  



Boys & Girls Clubs of the Midlands  
Has a NEW website  

www.bgcmidland.org 
 

By visiting the website you can: 
· Register for our summer & after school programs,  
· Pay your fees online 
· Find Club locations 
· Read our newsletters, learn about upcoming events 
· Plus so much more….VISIT TODAY!!!! 
 

Interested in volunteering?    
Contact our Service Center at 
(803) 231-3300. 

Boys & Girls Clubs of the Midlands 
2016 Sumter Street 
Columbia, SC  29201 

Help a youth visit our website at: www.bgcmidlands.org  
or call 803-231-3300 
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Ben Arnold Unit 
1100 S. Holly St.  

803-231-3301 
 

Conder Unit 
(Conder  Elem.)  

8040 Hunt Club Rd. 
803-231-3303 

 

Keels Unit 
(Keels  Elem.) 

7500 Springcrest Dr. 
803-231-3305 

 

Village of Hope Unit 
(E.E. Taylor Elem.)  

200 McRae St. 
803-231-3302 

St. Andrews Unit 
901 St. Andrews Rd. 

803-231-3306 
 

Greenview Unit 
(Pendergrass Fairwold Elem.) 

5935 Token St. 
803-231-3304 

 

Dent Unit 
(Dent  Middle) 

2721 Decker Blvd. 
803-231-3308 

 

Killian Unit 
(Killian Elem.) 

2621 Clemson Road 
803-231-3307 

Club Locations 

Ben Arnold Unit 
1100 S. Holly St. 

St. Andrews Unit 
   901 St. Andrews Rd. 

Dent Unit* 
   2721 Decker Blvd 
 *must attend Dent Middle 
       For Teen Center information call 803-673-9012 

Teen Centers 


